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In the beginning ... 
 
Then, ... 
 
After that, ... 
 
And then, ... 
 
Finally, ... 

           
Do I understand what I read? 

Does it make sense?
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Unit of Study:  Retelling - K  Grade: ______ 
 

 
Prior Knowledge: 
What prior knowledge about comprehension do 
students need to have before entering this Unit 
of Study? 

What is schema? 
Pretelling 
 
 

Definition 
What is retelling? 

Readers have two jobs.  One is to figure out the 
words and the other is to think about what they 
are reading.  Retelling is a strategy readers use 
to think about what they are reading.  When we 
retell a story, we tell the important parts, in the 
right order.  This helps us to understand the 
story better and remember it longer.  Good 
readers stop and retell throughout the text to 
help them understand the story. 

Concepts to Teach 
What are the important concepts that you will 
teach within this Unit of Study? 

1. Pretelling 
2. What is retelling? 
3. What is the structure of a fictional text? 
4. Elements of story 
5. How do good readers stop and think about 

important elements of a story? 
6. Activating schema in retelling 
7. Using picture walks to help retell 
8. Retelling with props or pictures 
9. Focusing on elements in a retelling 
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Unit of Study:  Retelling - K  Grade: ______ 
 
Anchor Lessons Text Key Concepts 
1.  Pretelling Classroom routines • Forward thinking 
2.  What is retelling? Classroom discussion • Definition of retelling 
3.  What is the structure of a 
fictional text? 

Fictional text with clear 
characters, problem and 
solution.  Pete’s a Pizza 

• Structure of fiction 

4.  Elements of story Pete’s a Pizza • Demonstrate the elements of 
a story 

5.  How do good readers stop and 
think about important elements in a 
story? 

Cat on a Mat • Readers  stop and notice the 
elements as they read 

6. Activating schema in retelling Five Little Monkeys  • Readers think about what 
they know about a 
book/topic/author before 
they begin reading.  This 
helps them retell. 

7.  Using picture walks to help 
retell 

Any of the texts used in 
previous lessons (4-6) 

• Readers use pictures to retell 
the important elements of a 
story 

8.  Retelling with props or pictures Any of the texts used in 
previous lessons (4-6) 

• Readers use pictures or props 
to retell the important 
elements and understand the 
story 

9.  Focusing on elements in a 
retelling 

Cookie’s Week (setting) 
The Mitten (characters)        
One Windy Wednesday 
(problem/solution)     

• Readers stop and notice the 
elements as they read 

 
Anchor Charts • Strategies to help us retell 

 
Ways to Record Thinking 
Graphic Organizers, Post-its, 
Journals 

• Puppets 
• Props 
• Drama 
• Drawing 
Text/Level  Concept
  
  
  

Small Group 
 
 
 

  
Independent Reading 
Conference Points 

• Tell me what is happening in your story so far 
• Show me how you can use the pictures to retell your story 
• What strategies are you using to help you retell your book? 
• Can you tell me about the (element) in your story? 

Retelling - K  Page 3 
 



Unit of Study:  Retelling - K  Grade: ______ 
Evidence of Understanding and 
Independence 
(Oral and written) 

• Turn and Talk Conversations 
• Oral retellings with partners 

Celebrations of Learning • Book recommendations 
• Book talks 
• Drama –act out stories 
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Unit of Study:  Retelling  - K                                         
 

Recommended Model Text for Retelling 
 

Any text with clear episodes (plot) 
Title Author Notes 

The Mitten Jan Brett (all of her books) 

The Doorbell Rang Pat Hutchins  

Tidy Titch Pat Hutchins  

Pete’s a Pizza William Steig  

Cat on a Mat Ken Wilson  

Five Monkeys Jumping   

Cookie’s  Week Tomie de Paola  

One Windy Wednesday   

Snowy Day Ezra Jack Keats  

Carrot Seed   

Leo the Late Bloomer   

Nursery Rhymes   

Fairy Tales   

The Hat Jan Brett  

George and Martha Books James Marshall  

Marshall Fairy Tales James Marshall  

Fox Series James Marshall  
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Unit of Study:  Retelling - K                                         
 
Anchor Lesson:  1. Pretelling 
 
Title of Text Lesson Plan Notes to Build Next 

Lesson 
Select the 
materials 

Familiar routines or activities in the 
classroom. 

 

Name the 
Strategy.  
Explain. 
 
“I have noticed that 
…” 
 
“A strategy readers 
use is …” 

Pretelling involves students consciously 
thinking through familiar routines and 
activities by identifying the steps involved 
and then recounting those steps.  Three 
basic steps will help students to think 
forward: (1) identifying the steps involved 
in an activity as they participate in the 
activity; (2) recalling the steps from 
beginning to end; and (3) organizing those 
steps into written form. 
 
In choosing an activity or routine for the 
initial pretelling sessions, be sure to choose 
one in which students can participate in the 
classroom while they identify steps. 

This definition is for 
Teachers NOT for 
students. 
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Unit of Study:  Retelling - K                                         
 
Anchor Lesson:  1. Pretelling 
 
Demonstrate the 
Strategy. 
 
Say:  Think aloud. 
Show:  Model. 
Explain:  How this 
will help them as a 
reader. 

Today I am going to show you how I change 
the books in my IR bag.  I am going to 
pretell the steps that I go through in 
changing my books.  That means that I am 
going to say the steps out loud while I am 
changing the books. 
The first thing that I do when I change my 
books is take them all out of my bag. (Take 
them out) 
First, I look through the books and decide 
which books I am an expert with and which 
books I need more practice with. 
Then, I sort them into two piles (need more 
practice and trade) (Make the piles) 
After that, I put the need more practice 
books back into my bag.  Next, I trade the 
other books for new books from a basket 
that makes me feel strong as a reader. 
Finally, I put all the books into my bag.  
(Model all these steps) 
 
Model how to recall the steps by pointing to 
the concrete objects used in the activity 
while reviewing the steps. 
 
Now, what did I just do to change the 
books in my bag?  Let me think about each 
step (Retell the steps) 
Write the steps of the routine on a chart.  
Use of time order words is essential.  Read 
the chart with the students. 
 
 

 

Provide guided 
practice 
 
Invite the students 
to practice the 
strategy with 
teacher guidance.  

Have the students read the chart with you 
several times. 
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Unit of Study:  Retelling - K                                         
 
Anchor Lesson:  1. Pretelling 
 
Provide 
Independent 
practice 
 
Remind students 
before they go off 
to read … “When 
you go to IR try 
…” 

Students can think of other routines to 
pretell in class.  Have students practice 
retelling these routines. 

 

Conference 
Points 

  

Share/reinforce   
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Unit of Study:  Retelling - K 
 
Anchor Lesson:  2. What is retelling? 
 
Title of Text Lesson Plan Notes to Build Next 

Lesson 
Select the materials Classroom discussion  
Name the Strategy.  
Explain. 
 
“I have noticed that …” 
 
“A strategy readers use is …” 

Readers have two jobs.  One is to 
figure out the words and the other 
is to think about what they are 
reading.  Retelling is a strategy 
readers use to think about what 
they are reading.  When we retell a 
story, we tell the important parts, 
in the right order.  This helps us to 
understand the story better and 
remember it longer.  Strong 
readers stop and retell throughout 
the text to help them understand 
the story. 

 

Demonstrate the 
Strategy. 
 
Say:  Think aloud. 
Show:  Model. 
Explain:  How this will help 
them as a reader. 

Role-play by taking a bag to a spot 
and by modeling how you might use 
the pictures to read the story, or 
to recall a familiar line. 
 
Show students that when you finish 
reading books, you will stop and 
think about the story.  You may look 
at the pictures again and tell 
yourself what happened. 
 

 

Provide guided practice 
 
Invite the students to 
practice the strategy with 
teacher guidance.  

What did you notice about how I 
read my books? 
What will you try today during IR? 

 

Provide Independent 
practice 
 
Remind students before they 
go off to read … “When you 
go to IR try …” 

Today at IR I want you to think 
about taking your books out of your 
bag and beginning to read them.  
Stop and think about what is 
happening in your books.  When we 
come back together I will want to 
hear about a book you enjoyed 
today, so think about that while you 
are reading. 
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Unit of Study:  Retelling - K 
 
Anchor Lesson:  2. What is retelling? 
 
Conference Points • May I hear you read a section? 

• Are you enjoying this book? 
• Tell me what is happening in 

your book so far. 

 

Share/reinforce Who has a book they would like to 
share with the class?   
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Unit of Study:  Retelling - K 
 
Anchor Lesson: 3. What is the structure of a fictional text? 
 

 
Title of Text Lesson Plan: Notes to Build Next 

Lesson 
Select the materials 
Choose a text that supports 
the strategy. 

Pete’s a Pizza  

Name the Strategy.  
Explain. 
 
“I have noticed that …” 
 
“A strategy readers use is …” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduce the Text. 

We have been talking about how 
readers have two jobs.  One is to 
figure out the words and the other 
is to think about what they are 
reading.  Retelling is a strategy 
readers use to think about what 
they are reading. While we learn 
about the strategy of retelling we 
are going to be reading fiction 
books.  Fiction books are stories 
that are not true or imaginary.  
When we read fiction we think 
about what is going to happen in the 
story. 
 
This book, Pete’s a Pizza, is a fiction 
book.  It will have characters, 
setting, a problem and a solution. 
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Unit of Study:  Retelling - K 
 
Anchor Lesson: 3. What is the structure of a fictional text? 
 
Demonstrate the 
Strategy. 
 
Say:  Think aloud. 
Show:  Model. 
Explain:  How this will help  
them as a reader. 

Before I begin to read this book, I 
am going to think about what I 
think is going to happen.  The title 
is Pete’s a Pizza.  I think this boy 
Pete will be a character and he is 
going to eat some pizza. 
 
As I read the story, I am going to 
stop and think about what I am 
reading and about what is happening 
in the story. 
 
As you read the story, stop and 
think about what you notice in the 
story.   
Oh, here’s Pete. He is a character in 
the story.  His mom and dad are in 
the story too.  They are characters. 
Oh, Pete does not eat pizza; his 
parents make him into a pizza to 
cheer him up. 
 
When I stop and think about what 
is happening in the story, I will 
remember it and understand it 
better. 
 

 

Provide guided practice 
Invite the students to 
practice the strategy with 
teacher guidance.  

Turn and talk with a partner about 
something you remember in Pete’s a 
Pizza. 

 

Provide Independent 
practice 
Remind students before they 
go off to read … “When you 
go to IR try …” 

Today at IR, you will all have fiction 
books in your bag.  Stop and think 
about what is happening in your 
books as you read. 

 

Conference Points • May I hear you read a section? 
• Are you enjoying this book? 
• Tell me what is happening in 

your book. 

 

Share/reinforce Who has a book they would like to 
share with the class?  Why did you 
choose to share that book? 
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Unit of Study:  Retelling - K                                            
 
Anchor Lesson: 4. Elements of Story 
 

 
Title of Text Lesson Plan: Notes to Build Next 

Lesson 
Select the materials Pete’s a Pizza  
Name the Strategy.  
Explain. 
 
“I have noticed that …” 
 
“A strategy readers use is …” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduce the Text. 

We have been talking about how 
readers have two jobs.  One is to 
figure out the words and the 
other is to think about what they 
are reading.  Retelling is a 
strategy readers use to think 
about what they are reading.  
Retelling includes the elements of 
a story.  We are going to read 
Pete’s a Pizza again today.   
While we learn about the 
strategy of retelling we are going 
to be reading fiction books.  
Fiction books are stories that are 
not true or imaginary.  When we 
read fiction we think about what 
is going to happen in the story.  
Fiction books have the elements 
of character, setting, problem 
and solution. 
 

 

Demonstrate the 
Strategy. 
 
Say:  Think aloud. 
Show:  Model. 
Explain:  How this will help 
them as a reader. 

As I read Pete’s a Pizza today, I 
am going to stop and point out the 
elements that are in this story.  I 
will look to find the characters, 
setting, problem and solution. 
 
Read aloud the story and stop and 
note the elements as you read.  
Think aloud how you know it is the 
element.  For example, the 
setting is the house I know this 
because that is where the story 
takes place. 
 
Thinking about the elements will 
help me remember the story so I 
can retell it completely. 
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Unit of Study:  Retelling - K                                            
 
Anchor Lesson: 4. Elements of Story 
 
Provide guided practice 
Invite the students to 
practice the strategy with 
teacher guidance.  
 

Have students recall the 
elements of a fictional text. 

 

Provide Independent 
practice 
Remind students before they 
go off to read … “When you 
go to IR try …” 

Today at IR, you will all have 
fiction books in your bag.  Stop 
and think about what is happening 
in your books as you read. 

 

Conference Points • May I hear you read a 
section? 

• Are you enjoying this book? 
• Tell me what is happening in 

your book. 

 

Share/reinforce Who has a book they would like to 
share with the class?   
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Unit of Study:  Retelling  - K                                           
 
Anchor Lesson: 5. How do good readers stop and think about important 
elements in a story? 
 
Title of Text Lesson Plan: Notes to Build Next 

Lesson 
Select the materials Cat on a Mat  
Name the Strategy.  
Explain. 
 
“I have noticed that …” 
 
“A strategy readers use is …” 
 
 
Introduce the Text. 

We have been talking about how 
readers have two jobs.  One is to 
figure out the words and the other 
is to think about what they are 
reading.  Retelling is a strategy 
readers use to think about what 
they are reading.  Good readers 
stop and think about the important 
elements as they read.  
Cat on the Mat is a fiction story. 

 

Demonstrate the 
Strategy. 
 
Say:  Think aloud. 
Show:  Model. 
Explain:  How this will help 
them as a reader. 

As I read Cat on a Mat, I am going 
to stop and think about the 
elements that are in this story.  I 
will stop and think about the 
characters, setting, problem and 
solution. 
 
Read aloud the story and stop and 
note the elements as you read.  
Think aloud how you know it is the 
element.  For example, the setting 
is on the rug.  I know this because 
that is where the story takes place. 
 
Thinking about the elements will 
help me remember the story so I 
can retell it completely. 

 

Provide guided practice 
Invite the students to 
practice the strategy with 
teacher guidance.  
 

Have students recall the elements 
of a fictional text. 

 

Provide Independent 
practice 
Remind students before they 
go off to read … “When you 
go to IR try …” 

Today at IR, you will all have fiction 
books in your bag.  Stop and think 
about what is happening in your 
books as you read. 
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Unit of Study:  Retelling  - K                                           
 
Anchor Lesson: 5. How do good readers stop and think about important 
elements in a story? 
 
Conference Points • May I hear you read a section? 

• Are you enjoying this book? 
• Tell me what is happening in 

your book. 

 

Share/reinforce Did anyone notice an element in one 
of your books today? 
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Unit of Study:  Retelling - K                                          
 
Anchor Lesson: 6. Activating Schema in retelling 
 
Title of Text Lesson Plan: Notes to Build Next 

Lesson 
Select the materials Five Little Monkeys  
Name the Strategy.  
Explain. 
 
“I have noticed that …” 
 
“A strategy readers use is …” 

Schema is a reader’s background 
knowledge that is used to 
understand the text.  Good readers 
use their schema to think about the 
topic of a book and to understand 
the characters and the plot.  When 
you think about what you know and 
how the book is the same or 
different, it will help you remember 
more when you retell the book. 

 

Demonstrate the 
Strategy. 
 
Say:  Think aloud. 
Show:  Model. 
Explain:  How this will help 
them as a reader. 

Watch how I use my schema before 
I read a book.  This book, Five 
Little Monkeys, is about a song I 
know – Five Little Monkeys Jumping 
on the Bed.  I know that song is 
about five monkeys who jump on the 
bed and bump their heads.  I know a 
lot about the topic of this book, so 
while I am reading it I will notice 
things that will help me remember 
the story.   
Read the book.  Stop and think 
aloud where your schema for the 
song matches the book. 
There are the monkeys and the 
mother. One is jumping on the bed 
and falls off.  That is what happens 
in the song.  The characters are the 
same.   This will help me remember 
the characters when I retell the 
story. 
Continue to think aloud.  After the 
second or third example, tell them 
to think about what they know 
about a book before they begin 
reading it.   
When you think about your schema 
before you read, it helps you 
remember when you retell the book 
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Unit of Study:  Retelling - K                                          
 
Anchor Lesson: 6. Activating Schema in retelling 
 
Provide guided practice 
Invite the students to 
practice the strategy with 
teacher guidance.  
 

Turn and talk with a partner 
about your schema for the Five 
Little Monkeys and how it helped 
you retell the book. 

 

Provide Independent 
practice 
Remind students before 
they go off to read … 
“When you go to IR try 
…” 

Before you begin reading today, 
take a few minutes to think about 
your schema for the topic of your 
book.  Then read the book.  As 
you are reading think about how 
your schema is helping you to 
remember the elements of story 
when you retell it. 

 

Conference Points • May I hear you read a section? 
• Are you enjoying this book? 
• Tell me what is happening in the 

story right now. 
• Retell what you have read so 

far. 
• What was your schema for this 

book? 
• How is your schema helping you 

understand the story? 
• How is your schema helping you 

retell the story? 
 

 

Share/reinforce Who would like to share how they 
used their schema to help them 
remember their book? 
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Unit of Study:  Retelling - K                                         
 
Anchor Lesson: 7. Using picture walks to help retell 
 
Title of Text Lesson Plan: Notes to Build Next 

Lesson 
Select the materials Any texts used in lessons (4-6)  
Name the Strategy.  
Explain. 
 
“I have noticed that …” 
 
“A strategy readers use is …” 

Schema is a reader’s background 
knowledge that is used to 
understand the text.  Good readers 
use their schema to think about the 
topic of a book and to understand 
the characters and the plot.  
Readers often take a picture walk 
to help them gain information about 
the story before they read it. 

 

Demonstrate the 
Strategy. 
Say:  Think aloud. 
Show:  Model. 
Explain:  How this will help 
them as a reader. 

Watch how I take a picture walk of 
this book before I read it to gain 
information about the book.   
Model a picture walk.  Stop and 
think aloud what you noticing about 
the story. 
On this page there is a cat on a 
mat.  Oh on this page the dog is 
getting on too.  Oh, at the end of 
the story the cat looks mad and all 
the animals run away. 
 
When you gain information about a 
book before you read it, it helps 
you remember the important 
elements when you retell the book. 
 

 

Provide guided practice 
Invite the students to 
practice the strategy with 
teacher guidance.  
 

Have students turn and take a 
picture walk with an IR book. 

 

Provide Independent 
practice 
Remind students before they 
go off to read … “When you 
go to IR try …” 

Today at IR, remember to do a 
picture walk with your book so you 
can retell the story and include the 
important elements. 
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Unit of Study:  Retelling - K                                         
 
Anchor Lesson: 7. Using picture walks to help retell 
 
Conference Points • May I hear you read a section? 

• Are you enjoying this book? 
• Tell me what is happening in the 

story right now. 
• Retell what you have read so 

far. 
• What was your schema for this 

book? 
• How is your schema helping you 

understand the story? 
• How is your schema helping you 

retell the story? 
• Show me how you take a picture 

walk. 

 

Share/reinforce How did your picture walk help you 
retell your story? 
Who wants to share a picture walk 
with us and tell us how it helped you 
retell the story? 
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Unit of Study:  Retelling - K                                           
 
Anchor Lesson: 8. Retelling with props or pictures 
 
Title of Text Lesson Plan: Notes to Build Next 

Lesson 
Select the materials Any of the texts from previous 

lessons (4-6) 
 

Name the Strategy.  
Explain. 
 
“I have noticed that …” 
 
“A strategy readers use is …” 

Readers have two jobs.  One is to 
figure out the words and the other 
is to think about what they are 
reading.  Retelling is a strategy 
readers use to think about what 
they are reading.  When we retell a 
story, we tell the important parts, 
in the right order.  This helps us to 
understand the story better and 
remember it longer.  Good readers 
sometimes use the pictures or 
props to help them retell a book. 

 

Demonstrate the 
Strategy. 
 
Say:  Think aloud. 
Show:  Model. 
Explain:  How this will help 
them as a reader. 

Choose a familiar book that you 
have props for or photocopy the 
pictures of a book to use in a 
retelling. 
Retell the story using the props.  
The retelling should include the all 
the elements and should be in 
sequential order.  Use time order 
words in your retelling. 
 
I am going to retell the story Five 
Little Monkeys using these monkeys 
and this picture of a bed.  Watch 
me retell the story. 
Act out the story and then have the 
students help you retell the story a 
second time. 

 

Provide guided practice 
Invite the students to 
practice the strategy with 
teacher guidance.  
 

Have students participate in 
retelling the story with props after 
you model it once. 
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Unit of Study:  Retelling - K                                           
 
Anchor Lesson: 8. Retelling with props or pictures 
 
Provide Independent 
practice 
Remind students before they 
go off to read … “When you 
go to IR try …” 

Today during IR, I have put out 
some books we have read with some 
props for the story.  You can work 
with a partner to use the props to 
retell the story.  Remember to 
include the elements in your 
retelling. 

 

Conference Points • Show me how you used the 
props to retell the story. 

 

Share/reinforce Who would like to use the props to 
retell a book to the class? 
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Unit of Study:  Retelling - K                                           
 
Anchor Lesson: 9. Focusing on elements in a story 
 
Title of Text Lesson Plan: Notes to Build Next 

Lesson 
Select the materials The Mitten by Jan Brett  
Name the Strategy.  
Explain. 
 
“I have noticed that …” 
 
“A strategy readers use is …” 

Good readers notice that stories 
have different elements (parts).  
When you retell a story it is 
important to know and include the 
characters. 

This same lesson would be 
repeated for setting, problem 
and solution using different 
text.  Isolate one element at a 
time.  Once students are 
comfortable with one element, 
add the others.  Have them try 
to notice one at a time before 
you have them begin to notice 
them all. 

Demonstrate the 
Strategy. 
 
Say:  Think aloud. 
Show:  Model. 
Explain:  How this will help 
them as a reader. 

Watch me read this story and 
notice the characters.  I can use 
the pictures and the words to 
help me. 
Read text and model how you 
notice and remember the 
characters. 
 
This little boy is on the cover and 
on the first page.  His name is 
Nikki – he is going to be 
important to the story so I will 
remember him.  I will close my 
eyes and picture him and his name 
so I can remember him. 
 
Continue to model how you notice 
and remember the characters. 
 
Knowing the characters will help 
you retell and understand the 
story. 

 

Provide guided practice 
Invite the students to 
practice the strategy with 
teacher guidance.  
 

Ask students to tell the 
strategies they noticed you using 
to identify and remember the 
characters. 
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Unit of Study:  Retelling - K                                           
 
Anchor Lesson: 9. Focusing on elements in a story 
 
Provide Independent 
practice 

Today when you go off to IR, 
remember to stop and notice who 
the characters are in the story.  
If they are important to the 
story, stop and think about how 
you will remember them. 

 

Conference Points • May I hear you read a 
section? 

• Are you enjoying this book? 
•  
• Retell what you have read so 

far. 
• Tell me what is happening in 

the story right now. 
• Who are the characters in 

your book? 

 

Share/reinforce Who would like to tell us about a 
character in your book?  How did 
you notice and remember that 
character? 
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